
7/11/16   2:48 PM

SAMPLE CHAPTER

Find out more: TheRealGodBook.com
7/11/16   2:48 PM



1
 



2
 



3
 



 
4



5
 

 

 

 



6
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7
 

 

 

 



8
 

God’s sovereignty is the attribute by which He rules His 
entire creation, and to be sovereign God must be all-
knowing, all-powerful, and absolutely free. The reasons are 
these: 

Were there even one datum of knowledge, however small, 
unknown to God, His rule would break down at that point. 
To be Lord over all creation, He must possess all 
knowledge. And were God lacking one infinitesimal 
modicum of power, that lack would end His reign and 
undo His kingdom; that one stray atom of power would 
belong to someone else and God would be a limited ruler 
and hence not sovereign. 
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Furthermore, His sovereignty requires that He be absolutely 
free, which means simply that He must be free to do whatever 
He wills to do anywhere at any time to carry out His eternal 
purpose in every single detail without interference. Were He 
less than free, He must be less than sovereign.1 
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In 1990, I made one of the biggest lordship decisions of my life. I had been a 
pastor in rural Texas outside of Dallas for the previous eight years, and I knew 
God was up to something new in our future. I prayed He would send us east, 
closer to family and support, as one of my teenage sons was going through the 
beginning of a rebellious streak. 

God’s call came, and it was west, not east. We moved an additional two 
thousand miles from all our family. Theresa and all four kids were crying as we 
pulled out in our van for the long drive to our new life. They didn’t stop crying 
until Amarillo. We were obeying the clear orders of the King, but emotionally it 
felt terrible. I was the family leader taking everyone away from friends, family, 
and all that was familiar. How could a good God let obedience to His will feel so 
terrible? The adjustments were hard, the new church presented challenges I’d 
never faced, and my rebellious son became more rebellious. Where was this 
loving, good, and sovereign God now? I felt so alone, so confused, and often 
deeply discouraged.  
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Fast-forward twenty years. The new church and its challenges developed skills, 
character, and a ministry beyond my wildest dreams. The adversity brought a 
deeper unity into our family and took our marriage to a whole new level. The 
rebellious son did a “one-eighty” and had opportunities in music that were 
nonexistent in Texas. God built a family, grew a church, launched a radio 
ministry, and turned a rebellious son into a Christian songwriter and worship 
leader for God’s people. What felt like disaster, and what seemed so unfair, was 
the good hand of a sovereign God working out His highest and best purposes for 
my life and my family? 

 So how about you? What are you going through that feels hard, unfair, 
depressing, or impossible? What would it look like to stop fighting, stop 
resisting, stop complaining, and start trusting your sovereign heavenly Father?  
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